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Peter,CI'" Farms Co~peratiVf!~, Inc.

!rj~11~4 W. iBasellne Road!

P. O. Box 55
1111!lb1" Michigan 4945!!;

Teleplrll 2~:1~:B61~6333 FAX 231-8C;il'.8773

JUly 7, 2003

Via FAX 301-734-5275 Two Pa!~e!) transmitted

Mr. Kenneth Johnson
USDA -Agricultural Ma 'k

RE: 2003 Red Tart R

Dear Ken:
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I spent June 30,:Ptly 1; July 2, and July 3 on a tour of 1:ar1: orchards in West
Central and Nbrthern M;[cllgar. I viewed literally thousands of: al:res, and spoke with
almost 100 t~rt grower~ Thefe is one certainty; there are many disagreements as to
the size of thiS national" :1 Jp. Sorne say 200 million, while other5i are predicting 220
or more.
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I was iJ!1 attendar
their emotions rule in al
or eliminate
The Board was
the formula. As the
though our Indjustry
and proper betause...

ait 1 he June 26 CrAB meeti ng. A mi no rity of the Boa rd let
Itt~~n Ipt to manipulate the formula in arl effort to decrease

lo(lk back at the actions of the Boclrd in June of 1999.
by the industry, after the harvest, for manipulating

"picked long", a regulation was nclt in place even
or e. The actions of the CIAB on ~Iure 26 were correct
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hi I Nested In 2003 and our Industry ""ill maximize sales.
us tHat we will not overburden our regular
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We do
r1eeded,
firmly

krlow the size of this cro~. The final regulation, if
51 ~t in September. After my travejs of the past week I

tI'l'd: the curtent USDA estimate of ;;~1~1 million Is low. Our
ha )It of picking out long and this ~~Oa3 crop will be no

r~gulatlon Is needed to prevent chaos after the harvest
i~ compleb

l11estic.
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